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Just�ce at home, peace
and stab�l�ty �n the
World

“The sens�t�v�t�es of h�gh-level rulers’ dut�es cannot be a reason to avo�d accountab�l�ty or to just�fy
�mmun�t�es from or precond�t�ons for prosecut�on. In ensur�ng the proper and uncond�t�onal accountab�l�ty of
the rulers, the Supreme Court of Just�ce proposed by the BJA or a s�m�lar jud�c�al author�ty should be made
the backbone of government accountab�l�ty.”

“Peace at home, peace �n the world” sa�d Atatürk, the founder of Modern Turkey. Hav�ng fought �n North
Afr�ca, M�ddle East, Balkans, Gall�pol� dur�ng the collapse of Ottomans and �n Anatol�a where he founded
Turkey, he had seen the d�sastrous destruct�on of �nternat�onal host�l�t�es that war br�ngs to human�ty and
c�v�l�sat�ons. Th�s �s what we are see�ng w�th Russ�a’s �nvas�on of peaceful Ukra�ne br�ng�ng catastroph�c
destruct�on, human tragedy, and �nstab�l�ty.

Well aware of the destruct�on that aggress�on causes, and the benef�ts peace br�ngs, nat�ons do not naturally
resort to aggress�on.

More often �t �s the amb�t�ous and autocrat�c leaders who cause to wars. When they are unchecked, not
accountable, and not l�m�ted by the w�ll of the�r people leaders become autocrat�c and may resort to war. W�th
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the small number of people, they enc�rcle themselves autocrat�c rulers turn the�r soc�et�es aga�nst others �n
order to just�fy the�r personal amb�t�ons. Democrat�cally elected leaders cannot eas�ly lead the�r nat�ons to
ward prov�ded they are properly shackled by the rule of law unless they m�slead the�r publ�c w�th
d�s�nformat�on.

Foundat�ons of peace at home are just�ce and freedoms that enable soc�et�es to restr�ct the�r leaders rather than
the leaders’ oppress�ng soc�et�es. Indeed, �t �s fa�lure of just�ce systems, fa�l�ng to protect freedoms and
preva�l�ng the rule of law on leaders and rulers that breeds host�l�t�es between nat�ons.

Therefore the world must learn from the clashes around the world the latest �n Ukra�ne that just�ce systems
eff�c�ent �n establ�sh�ng just�ce, secur�ng freedoms and able to hold rulers to account �s not an academ�c debate
but cruc�al for peace at home and �n the world. Let us hope that Ukra�ne’s brave f�ght for �ts future �s also for
just�ce and freedoms that w�ll br�ng peace at home and �n the world.

V�olence starts w�th poor just�ce systems
Lack of just�ce and freedoms causes unrest �n any soc�ety. We have seen people take to ma�dans and streets to
demand greater freedoms �n North Afr�can countr�es, �n the Arab pen�nsula, �n Iran, Kazakhstan and Belarus to
name but a few.

Th�s �s more than a domest�c problem. Governments unw�ll�ng to prov�de these bas�c human r�ghts become
more author�tar�an and state oppress�on r�ses to conta�n popular d�scontent. The publ�c w�ll be depr�ved of a
vo�ce �n the runn�ng of the�r own country. Unchecked, autocrat�c leaders w�ll grab and monopol�ze state
power. Such oppress�ve autocrat�c reg�mes �nev�tably turn �nto a secur�ty concern for the �nternat�onal
commun�ty.

As the old Turk�sh say�ng puts �t: just�ce �s the foundat�on of the state. Th�s sentence �s d�splayed �n all Turk�sh
courtrooms. In th�s context, there �s a cycle of just�ce and taxes – a powerful state depends on a strong army; a
strong army rel�es on taxes; taxes on bus�nesses and bus�nesses depend on just�ce �n the soc�ety-. The old
Turk�sh state trad�t�on of khans and emperors appear�ng before judges as equals w�th the�r subjects and g�v�ng
account of the�r rul�ngs emanates from th�s not�on. The most famous �s the one that Fat�h Sultan Mehmet the
Conqueror who was g�ven a severe pun�shment – chopp�ng of h�s hands- aga�nst a Greek arch�tect.

Th�s �s the k�nd of symbol�c just�ce that people deserve. There w�ll be no end to soc�al unrest unless every
nat�on can reach the same or s�m�lar standards of just�ce and governance.

It �s our strong bel�ef that jud�c�ary’s funct�on must be carefully des�gned so that people can trust that �t w�ll
eff�c�ently protect the�r r�ghts and freedoms and w�ll hold the�r leaders accountable.

The bas�cs of real�z�ng just�ce
We at the Better Just�ce Assoc�at�on (BJA) have done extens�ve research �nto the best ways to ensure strong
just�ce systems that people can trust. In th�s art�cle, I w�ll d�scuss the key recommendat�ons – we hope to
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contr�bute to th�s valuable debate and offer �deas that may contr�bute to stronger, peaceful democrac�es around
the world.

The Jud�c�ary �s the most �mportant funct�on of a state as �t ensures the rule of law and has a duty to �mpose
checks and balances on the execut�ve. To be able to perform �ts dut�es the jud�c�ary must be properly
funct�on�ng, eff�c�ent, accountable, and �ndependent.

Regulat�ng for qual�ty jud�c�al serv�ces
Jud�c�ary’s serv�ces need to be properly def�ned and regulated by a regulatory �nst�tut�on. It should be central
to jud�c�ary and truly �ndependent of the execut�ve and the leg�slature. Because �n order for the jud�c�ary to
protect the freedom and bas�c r�ghts of the people �ndependence �s the most �mportant element of the
jud�c�ary’s funct�on�ng. Such an �nst�tut�on should deal w�th all aspects of jud�c�al serv�ces and treat
�ndependence as the f�rst and absolute cond�t�on for qual�ty jud�c�al serv�ce.

We at the Better Just�ce Assoc�at�on propose that the best way to ach�eve that �s by establ�sh�ng a Supreme
Author�ty of Just�ce “SAoJ”, a new type of �ndependent regulator.

Jud�c�al Profess�onal Assoc�at�ons
Jud�c�al serv�ce prov�ders should be �ndependently organ�sed �nto d�st�nct assoc�at�ons for every jud�c�al
profess�on. They must be taken outs�de the pol�t�cal �nfluence sphere, be truly accountable and subject to
jud�c�al rev�ew. Each assoc�at�on should be managed by the�r democrat�cally elected members. They should be
g�ven dut�es to develop the profess�on and to defend the rule of law and jud�c�al �ndependence.

Accountab�l�ty and jud�c�al rev�ew of the
jud�c�ary
The jud�c�ary also should be held accountable for �ts ach�evements and fa�lures. It should a�m to �mprove
serv�ce qual�ty and to prevent abuses of jud�c�al pr�v�leges. Accountab�l�ty of the jud�c�ary must not be
entrusted to the execut�ve because there �s a clear confl�ct of �nterest between the jud�c�ary and the execut�ve.
Instead, accountab�l�ty should be addressed thoroughly through several other means.

F�rst means of jud�c�ary’s accountab�l�ty �s the jud�c�al rev�ew of �ts adm�n�strat�on. Any member of the publ�c
should be able to tr�gger the jud�c�al rev�ew and at no cost. For th�s purpose, the BJA proposes to establ�sh a
ded�cated Supreme Court of Just�ce, “SCoJ”.

Abol�t�on of precond�t�ons for prosecut�ons
Under the ausp�ces of pol�t�cal �mmun�ty, leaders and a great deal of publ�c servants try to get out of
accountab�l�ty and equal�ty before the law. Instead, they may w�sh to h�de many of the�r deal�ngs that could
const�tute �llegal behav�ors from the publ�c and the reach of the jud�c�ary. Th�s creates the dark and gray areas
that rulers maneuver �n to man�pulate the soc�ety and conceal the�r potent�al offences.
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The sens�t�v�t�es of h�gh-level rulers’ dut�es cannot be a reason to avo�d accountab�l�ty or to just�fy �mmun�t�es
from or precond�t�ons for prosecut�on. Instead, what we need �s spec�al procedures before spec�al�sed expert
courts. In ensur�ng the proper and uncond�t�onal accountab�l�ty of the rulers, the Supreme Court of Just�ce
proposed by the BJA or a s�m�lar jud�c�al author�ty should be made the backbone of government
accountab�l�ty.

To sum up, peace and stab�l�ty around the world starts w�th eff�c�ent legal systems that publ�c can trust that �t
w�ll protect the�r r�ghts and freedoms. Th�s can only be del�vered w�th an eff�c�ent, accountable, and
�ndependent jud�c�ary and proper regulat�on of the jud�c�ary to prov�de the people w�th qual�ty serv�ces.

Now �s the t�me for nat�ons to rev�ew the�r just�ce systems and see �f there �s a better way – or we w�ll see
more trag�c confl�ct �n the future.
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